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How can we explain to countries with low cycling levels how they can bux\d
up a \ychng system if we only know about the recent history of Dutch

A long-term perspective on the governance network around utilitarian - -
cycling will shed light on the emergence of cycling in the Netherlands and In pl Ctu reS
the role of engineers, political movements and non-governmental actors in

Biving cycling a place within mobility policy. Cycling policy was made
before Masterplan Fiets, but where, and by whom?

National Policy - Tl icycle tax (1897-1919,

We want to know what the pl of cycling was in mobility policy over the ;guid‘j:::';:a‘::';’_‘mm“ i
u i 3 a I5ts were not
ry: how did we go from a cycling to a car society, and how did allowed to use

the bicycle make a comeback over the last decades?
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But national policy also made cycling lanes
on major roads the standard: Standard
profile for provincial roads as designed by
Provinciale Waterstaat Utrecht, 1927

[Het Utrechts Archiel, Gedeputeerds Staten

What we know Ba shon S
Cycling historiography: focus on bourgeois nineteenth-century recreational cycling,
utilitarian cycling twentieth century underexplored. Literature that | build on

Albert de la Bruhéze & Veraart (1995), Fietsverkeer in proktijk en beleid in de
twintigste eeuw: explained different levels of cycling historically in context of
Masterplan Fiets
Oldenziel, Emanuel, Albert de la Bruhéze, Veraart, Cycling Cities: The European
Experience (2016) builds and expands on this
Ebert, Radeinde Nationen (2010): focus on cultural role ANWB in promoting cycling
asan explanation of high cycling levels in NL,
Huré, Les réseoux transnationaux du vélo (2013) explores transnational circulation
of knowledge and c—gamzatmn of cycling activists to explain revival cycling >1970.

t factor politics has. Is Dutch ¢ success despite

politics?

What we need to know
Research question: How and why has the place of cycling in the
mobility policy of the Dutch government changed the last hundred

Before Provincial policies: re

ars?
Them around 1930. T
Oudewater at ljselstein: th

Role of government and governance at different levels separate cycling
national, provincial and municipal politicians and engineers (Rijkswaterstaat) Archiel. nrs. 22
user organizations (ANWB, Fietsersbond, cycling path organizations)

ups for or against cycling

other lo

jebates and policy confiicts that concerned cycling?
ax, place of cycling on the road, conflicts with mopeds (and e-bikes?)

e.g. bicy

What was the place of cycling in larger visions on cycling, mobility and spatial development?
as nuisance in emerging car system, bicycle as green solution

Cycling Policy in the making
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Key actors National government — b Before Oibaipo
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Method Sources
Archives: Dutch Ministry of Public

Archival research Dutch cycling policy In infrastructure, transport policy, urban chive et sraENRtlec
planning, 1920-2000. Possible comparison with other countries Sacial movements/use
Discourse analysis: Attention to cultural framing of cycling: obsolete technology for
he poo abie ) ty -

2 t A ¢ ften a way to legitimate a jepo €

¥ 1 wiedg ofte od

Newspapers and magazines

Focus on (funding of) cycling infrastructure and traffic rules

Problem Utrecht, Leidseveer, 1959
I = i sars think abou slace

Cycling = seen as a sol to climate change and unlivable cities. :":'wl' ‘r‘:"“lnn \f!“: ‘I-“r:lt.l.ul: t

Globally, cities want to increase levels by learning from The Netherlands.

But we know little about the em rgence of the Dutch cycling tradit
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